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For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God (or God the one and only) who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him (has made Him known). NASU John 1:17-18
Last week- He came so we could know how to talk to God – What can you expect from ….???

He came into a very sophisticated religious system that had drawn a lot of WRONG conclusions about God… God came because He wants to be KNOWN and know for who He really is NOT for who you imagine Him to be or who you construed Him to be based on religious teachings that got it wrong:

1. In Christ’s time if they saw someone who was blind they concluded that God was punishing somebody either him or his parents.  Jesus No…that’s not what God’s like!
2. They also assumed if you were very rich you had the blessings of God???
3. If you were very poor you were being punished by God!  Jesus – time out!!
He didn’t come and call a big meeting…and say you’re …..wrong….

He came to make God KNOWN by extending the invite  FOLLOW ME…Watch me, ask me, listen to my words, but watch my actions…if you’re not sure about what I say my actions will help you figure it out.
FOLLOW ME!  And what began to happen on the inside they began to BELIEVE IN HIM FAITH….COMES FROM  FOLLOWING…

REVIEW:  What can you do to get to know God  ___FOLLOW____?

AS I FOLLOW I WILL BEGING TO HAVE ___FAITH_____!
Not simply believe what He _said__  -  __did___  -  but BELIEVE IN HIM!
They believed He was God and the way they came to that conclusion was they just kept following

John 6 THE FREEK THE OUT SERMON these guys who have been following…. ‘ I don’t think I can follow this’  ‘as His reputation goes so goes our-  I don’t know if I want to follow anymore’ 
 “now Jesus who knew the hearts of all men … turns to his closest ‘followers’ ‘do you want to go too?” 
‘we have come to believe that you are the Holy One of God.” 

There following lead to Faith- Believing! 
Not just in a philosophy or teaching, but in a loving God who want’s relationship

 It’s the only way to begin to drop the baggage: 
Questions why God? I had this happen in church!  I did business with a ‘Christian’ once.
Because if you follow and ask questions, read and observe…follow long enough and there is going to be a moment in your life and just like Matthew and he was a BAD GUY…John..and he was a GOOD GUY…
It will happen from the inside like a birth a wrestles feeling from within  ‘I think Jesus was in fact…”

I want to talk to you about the BELIEVE and my goal is not to try to get you to believe.  When you read the Gospels you don’t see Jesus trying to get people to believe! 
WRITTEN BY THE BIGGEST SCEPTIC EVER  So much so that not that Jesus was the way or a way but a BLASFEEMER and  a HERITIC and everybody that followed him should be put in jail.  He felt that the idea of Jesus being God was an affront to rational and logic but to society…
He was a very religious man and thought that this new sect was bad for society to that point that he persecuted Christians.  

Jesus invites even the biggest SCEPTICS_PAUL  or    (your name here)___ to FOLLOW. 
Saul – Paul had an experience 180 turn and began to teach the thing he use to persecute…

A SCEPTIC - HE CAME TO A CONCLUSION : Not that Jesus taught good things… but that Jesus really was the unique one sent from God who came to help us understand what God is really like and to forgive sin…So he wrote a book to some CHRISTIANS IN ROME

Rom 3:21
21 But now ! a righteousness from God (right standing with God) apart from the law (ahhh) has been made…KNOWN
· This is something brand new!  Until this time Greek Roman or Jew thought you pleased God by doing all the right stuff- every religion in the world…everybody has an opinion on what the rule are to have a (right standing with god)  Paul says I have discovered God has introduced a new way to have RSWG!!  
YOU WANT A RSWG!  MAYBE NOT RIGHT NOW….   
When you are laying in a hospital- tubes smells people are trying to be POSITIVE…. 
I WANT A RSWG…
· Paul says there is a way APART from keeping RULES- KEEPING GOD HAPPY- JUST HOPING…
Been made know to which Law and the Prophets testify (all that OT stuff Abraham Isaac … PAUL says all that stuff pointed to a future time where you could enjoy RSWG apart from your performance!

V.22  This righteousness (which means? RSWG) from God comes through –(new part)  FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST to all who BELIEVE,  there is NO difference (Jew/Gentile/Greek/Roman/Good vs Bad/ Matt/John Taxman/Fisherman  Pastor/Plumber)
This is available to everybody WHY “for (reason)  all have sinned,”
· He say’s your ALL IN THE SAME BUCKET -  You have not all sinned the same way/ same degree you’re a lot better than some a lot worse than others but you have all sinned
· If you don’t believe you’ve sinned talk to your closest relatives they can give you illustrations!!
Paul says from God’s perspective nobody is born with a RSWG and eventually we confirm our standing by acting out of our SIN NATURE SELFISH NATURE and we SIN Paul says this is Good News for everybody because ALL HAVE SINNED!
For all have sinned (then he defines it) and fall short of the Glory (greatness of God Goodness Radiance)
· Here’s his point your better than me not as good as others but Paul says remember WHO you’re dealing with… how do you have a RSWG when He is PERFECT……..
· The fact that I have offended Him others that he loves SINNED I have come up SHORT…
· If you think you’re really good…the OT has a list of how many commandments…10 over 600?  EVEN IF THERE WERE JUST 10 COMANDMENTS? How many times have you said ‘well nobody’s perfect?’     GOD – ‘THAT’S MY POINT!  AND THAT’S MY STANDARD…
· How do you have a RSWG with a God who is so incredible…
· How….RSWG who requires so much?  Who’s standard is SO HIGH…

Paul would say…I WILL TELL YOU HOW IT’S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN…it’s not going to happen by trying to be good…cause you’re not that good…by trying to be consistent…NOT by trying to outweigh your bad with your good

HERES THE GOOD NEWS  v.24  and all are justified (made righteous given a RSWG) FREELY. (say it)

THINK ABOUT THIS “do you know what FREE means”?   We don’t trust the word free do we…
Let me read it again…   v.24 and all are justified (made righteous- given a RSWG) FREELY by His grace through the redemption that came by Jesus Christ.  That is YOU can have a RSWG based purely on what God through Christ has done for you!

It’s ABSOLUTLEY FREE –All you have to do is open up your hand and simply ACCEPT IT…
· This is not a trade… “I will if only you will” not a deal with God
· It’s not God I commit God I rededicate… No that’s earning …
THAT’S WHAT EVERYBODY TRYS TO DO …
· The BELIEVE part of Christianity is about coming to a place where.. ‘I get it’

FAITH IN ‘THE WAY’… GOD’S GIFT FREE!!!
THEN PAUL dives pretty deep in to their O.T. way of thinking:
v.25 God presented Him (Jesus) as a sacrifice of atonement through FAITH in His blood.
O.T. when you said SACRIFICE you were not thinking (came home early..) No BLOOD DEATH!
He did this (he presented Jesus this way) to demonstrate His justice because in His forbearance (patience) He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished.
· Paul answers a question we don’t ask… “What about the God fearing friends…Abraham…

Paul say’s He has taken the death of Jesus and applied it not only to the people of the 1st century or future, but God allowed God applied that sacrifice…to God followers who had faith in God but didn’t live in the day and age where Christ had come yet.

v.25 He did it to demonstrate His justice at the present time so as to be the just and the one who justifies.
REALLY GOOD NEWS: God did not say “OK let’s just change the standards to that there all good”
· Let’s just say bad is good and good is bad… let’s just dumb it all down..
· God can’t do that because He’s GOOD 

So God had this tension – “I’m Just so SIN HAS TO BE ADDRESSED! 
Every one of us has felt the same way when someone close to us is wronged…
GOD say’s - Wrong cannot go unpunished – something must be done about JEFF’S SIN…
That’s the JUST part of God…When got his nostrils full or our sin…
He said ‘I’m going to do something about it I’m going to continue to be JUST because something MUST BE DONE…
· I…am going to be the justifier
· I…am going to make right a problem I didn’t create
· I…am going to dip into their world and I am going to make things right

to be the just and the one who justifies  (WHO?) those who have faith in Jesus.
May you have rustled with ‘isn’t Christianity too narrow???
· Paul – everybody’s included
· Isn’t it exclusive?  Paul – everybody’s invited ‘there is no difference Jew, Gentile…
HOW IS MY STANDING WITH GOD?

