Brand New Past: A New Perspective on Yesterday.
Philippians 3:12 - 14
January 9, 2011

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 3:12 – 14

There are many ways by which peoples deal with their past:

1. _______ - like an old dog in the dark, bounce your way through a room.

The Example of the Disciples: “straining at the oars” 	Mark 6:48

The Example of Lazarus:  “Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’”	John 11:43

2. _______ - anesthetizing your feelings

“…addicted to much wine”  Titus 2:3

3. _______ - doing your best to muddle through

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2

Many times in our lives we operate with our _______ of the spirit without the _______ of the spirit.  If we operate the gifts without the fruits, we’re merely going through the motions.

4. ________ – 

Two types of Soap:  Soap for the _______ & Soap for the _______.

Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 
1 Timothy 4:7 – 9

5. ______ - finding strength in Heavenly Hope

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

1 John 3:1 – 3

May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 

Psalm 33:22

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
		1 Peter 3:14 – 16

The Power of _______:  1 John 1:8-10 

The Prayer of _______:  James 5:13-19

Psalm 136 “His love endures forever”
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